
GPP 459 : Advanced Topics in Public Policy: International 
Development 

This course introduces undergraduates to the basic theory, institutional architecture, and practice of international 
development. We take an applied, interdisciplinary approach to some of the '93big questions'94 in our field: What 
does development mean? Why are some countries persistently poorer than others? How have different 
stakeholders sought to address the challenges of development in the past, and how are they approaching these 
challenges now? Then we will look into how policy students can explore the complexities of the policy-making 
process from the perspective of specific policy topics. Students will learn about and discuss subject- based issues 
in a seminar format led by faculty and policy experts. Site visits to federal agencies, guest speakers, and round 
table sessions ensure that students receive a variety of real-world perspectives on their chosen policy area. This 
course will also examine the way that policies, politics, and the kingdom intersect and coevolve. To address these 
concepts, the course will draw on theoretical and empirical literature from comparative public policy, 
institutionalism, public administration, governance theory, and political sociology. 
Credits 3 
Prerequisites 
LAW 433, LAW 434, LAW 436, LAW 437, LAW 438 
Corequisites 
NONE 
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