
ARE 341 : The Built Environment 

Through a series of modules dealing with different architectural issues and building types (Representation; 
Landscape; Dwelling; Commerce and Industry; Public Institutions; Sacred Spaces), students will be introduced to 
ideas and problems that affect the way in which the built environment has been and continues to be shaped in a 
variety of historical and cultural contexts. We will think broadly about how the spaces that people move through 
and inhabit in their daily lives shape and are shaped by human behavior, cultural identity, political experience, and 
the currents of historical circumstance. Contemporary buildings and projects will figure prominently as examples 
of how designers currently approach architectural, structural and urban problems. Local sites will serve as case-
studies for the analysis of different aspects of the built environment. This class is taught in a seminar format with 
students evaluated on their class participation and assigned projects. Readings and projects will introduce students 
to a variety of techniques for analyzing and representing the built environment, providing the basic tools for 
subsequent architectural research and studies. 
Credits 3 
Lab Hours 0 
Lecture Hours 3 
Tutoring Hours 0 
Prerequisite Courses 
ARE 297 
Corequisites 
none 
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